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know what is in it. We will see it later
today. I hope at that time he has a bet-
ter appreciation of what his proposal
does.

It will be offered as an amendment to
the bill, H.R. 2563, the Bipartisan Pa-
tient Protection Act. It is my hope
that the House will pass this bill, send
it to the Senate, and we can afford
American patients a decent level of
protection.

One thing has remained constant: We
need strong, enforceable, meaningful
patient protections. The base bill is a
good bill. It is the right one for mil-
lions of Americans who suffer denial,
delay, and injuries at the hands of
HMOs who are, like foreign diplomats,
totally exempt from lawsuits, a unique
class in our society.

This bill would have seen to it that
the rights of Florence Corcoran, who
lost her baby due to a bad HMO med-
ical decision, would have had relief. It
would have helped Basile Pappas, who
was denied proper treatment, and it
would have prevented permanent quad-
riplegia as a result of an HMO’s refusal
to approve covered treatment. The bill
would have helped another gentleman,
Mr. Lancaster, who was arbitrarily de-
nied coverage for in-patient psy-
chiatric treatment and instead was
sent home, where he committed sui-
cide.

None of these protections in the bill
means anything without the ability to
see to it that they are enforced. En-
forcement of rights is everything, and
rights without a measure to enforce
them are totally meaningless.

HMOs that make bad medical deci-
sions should be treated no differently
than any other wrongdoer, and when
they engage in the practice of medi-
cine, they should be treated the same
as doctors. But they seek special treat-
ment, an exemption from meaningful
litigation and, indeed, an exemption
from responsibility.

If the Norwood amendment passes,
which we saw for the first time in
printed form this morning about 8
o’clock, HMOs would be held to dif-
ferent and looser standards than doc-
tors and hospitals. The so-called ‘‘rem-
edy’’ would actually wipe away State
laws that protect patients against
wrongdoings now and would roll back
the law. The Norwood remedy is a
sham, because in almost all instances,
consumers would never see the State
court which is the best place for them
to be. Indeed, patient protections now
will not work if the flawed Norwood re-
view process is put in place. The Nor-
wood amendment would reduce the role
of external reviewers and delay care to
patients.

This House should pass H.R. 2563
without the cynical protections sought
by the White House and Republican
leaders and without the budget-break-
ing tax breaks and without a last-
minute rewrite of consumer protec-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
the legislation and rejection of the
Norwood amendment.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BURR), the vice chairman of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

(Mr. BURR of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr.
Chairman, today will be a heated de-
bate. We will hear people criticized
today that just yesterday were praised.

To the Members in this Chamber, do
not lose focus on one thing. There is
one Member who has had his eye on the
American people for years on this
issue. His name is Dr. CHARLIE NOR-
WOOD. For those who criticize him
today, but praised him yesterday, let
no person believe that he is not doing
what he thinks is in the best interest
of every American.

The fact is that we do have new legis-
lation. This institution can perfect
things that are flawed, and I believe
today that we are doing that. We will
start with a base bill that incorporates
the thoughts of many good colleagues,
but because of the need to extend pa-
tient protections today to the Amer-
ican people, the gentleman from Geor-
gia was brave enough to negotiate with
the President until they came to an
agreement on a piece of legislation he
could sign and that protection could be
extended.

This is not about who wrote it or
whose amendment it is. Yes, it is about
what it says, but it is about whether it
can be signed into law. This bill,
amended by the Norwood language and,
hopefully, several other amendments,
can be signed into law and extended to
the American people today; and this
body will make a mistake if it does not
support the Norwood amendment and
provide patient benefits for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND).

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Chairman,
the American Medical Association has
said it well when they asked the ques-
tion, Why should we oppose the Nor-
wood amendment? They said we should
because it overturns the good work
done by States in protecting patients.

We should oppose the Norwood
amendment because it reverses devel-
oping case law that allows patients to
hold plans accountable when they play
doctor. We should oppose the Norwood
amendment because it contains overly
broad language that will remove most
cases to Federal court. We should op-
pose it because it raises barriers for pa-
tients to make their case in court. And
we should oppose it because it provides
patient protections, but does not allow
the enforcement of those rights in
court.

We are dealing with life-and-death
matters today. In southern Ohio, Patsy
Haynes, a 31-year-old mother who

needs a bone marrow transplant in
order to live, is being denied that
transplant because of her insurance
company. We need the right for the
Patsy Haynes families and every other
family to go to court and to get what
they rightly deserve. The American
people deserve no less.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. BURR) controls the time.

There was no objection.
Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr.

Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT).

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Chairman,
President Clinton’s first act was to cre-
ate a high-profile commission headed
by now Senator CLINTON to fix health
care. Eight years, and nothing.

President Clinton promised to raise
minimum wage. Eight years, nothing.

President Clinton said he would fix
prescription drugs, and 8 years, noth-
ing.

President Clinton had to be embar-
rassed to sign into law Republican re-
form of IRS and welfare. The truth is,
the Democrats had 50 years to reform
welfare, IRS, Social Security, Medi-
care, health care, prescription drugs.
Nothing.

I will vote for President Bush’s plan
today, and I will vote for the Norwood
amendment for four reasons. Number
one, what good is a Cadillac insurance
policy if your company goes out of
business?

Number two, Americans will lose
their insurance if costs are prohibitive.

Number three, increased costs will
force small employers especially to
cancel plans, give bonuses, and we will
have more uninsured.

Finally, the heavy liability factor
will force major manufacturers to
leave America like rats fleeing a ship
on fire to countries with no insurance,
no regulations, no IRS, no liability, no
pensions, and wages of $1 an hour.

We have 43 million uninsured. I do
not want any more uninsured Ameri-
cans in my district.

I will vote today for the only prac-
tical reform health care plan to get a
vote, and that is the President’s, as has
been tailored by the Norwood amend-
ment. I commend the gentleman from
Georgia and I commend the Republican
Party for coming forward with a plan,
like it or not. The Democrats failed to
perform.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE).

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chairman, it up-
sets me a great deal to hear my Repub-
lican colleagues on the other side say
that their plan today is going to pro-
vide more access for the uninsured,
more access to health care, and some-
how, the President is going to sign
this. How cynical.

The President has never signed an
HMO reform bill. The President has no


